MEETING REPORT
Meeting:



St. Louis County Public Health and Human Services Advisory Committee

Date:



September 19, 2018
Time:



10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Place:



Pike Lake Public Works

Members Present:
Amber Madoll, Kathy Heltzer, Pat Ives, John Soghigian, Sarah Priest, Cindy Lustig, Cynthia Kafut-Hagen, Nate Sandman, Tony Kuznik, Janet Kennedy, Kevin Walsh
Staff present:

Linnea Mirsch, Amy Westbrook, Dusty Letica 
Members Absent:
Mary Zupancich (excused), Reyna Crow (unexcused), Tina Welsh (excused), Dawn Lamping (excused)
	Topic
	Discussion
	Follow Through

	Welcome 

	Approval of minutes.  Kathy motioned and Cynthia seconded.
 
	Approved.

	Financial Assistance 101
	Dusty Letica introduced as new Division Director of Financial Assistance Division, a large and diverse division that determines eligibility according to State and Federal programs including Child Support. 
Dusty provided an overview of the presentation shared with the County Board in April of 2018 as a foundation to explain the various programs St. Louis County administers. This presentation and notes were provided as a handout. 
Dusty stressed the program design at the State and Federal level and the importance of our customer service focus. Multiple questions and discussion based on Advisory Committee member input around gaps we are experiencing and how we are addressing through our work and with our community partners.
Discussion around myths that circulate about better benefits that attract people in St. Louis County. Stressed that we administer State and Federal programs that are designed on a Statewide basis (i.e. the benefits are the same across Minnesota). Suggestions around stressing the number of children as the primary served; as well as the basic benefit amounts to dispel myths. The role of committee members in dispelling myths and sharing information. 
	

	PHHS Advisory Committee Updates
	Discussion of terms expiring in 2018 and member interest in continuing. Linnea proposed waiting for Board action until early 2019 due to the possibility of at least one new Commissioner (3 Commissioner terms ending this fall, 2 running for re-election). 
Discussion of vacant positions. 
	

	Member updates
	The schedule didn’t allow for all member updates as Chair Ives proposed completing the Child Care Discussion topic. 

Chair Ives proposed moving the 11/21 meeting to 11/28 (the room is available). 

Pat will developing 2019 dates and provide them at the 11/28 meeting. 
	

	Child Care Shortage Action Steps and Advisory Committee discussion
	Linnea shared the overview recently developed for the Grantor’s Alliance meeting and other working group action steps. Generated quite a bit of discussion on the challenges and opportunities. Presentation and handouts provided for upcoming listening sessions. 
	

	Next meeting
	Topic options:  

Circles of Security; Resourceful Parenting (?)
ACES training update

Out of Home Placement

Chair Ives suggested discussion about viability and importance of PHHS Advisory Committee (for 2019). 

PHHS Conference is Oct 11 -12 – Mara sent out about how to register and volunteer as a session host. 
	2018 Meeting dates: 
10 am – 12 pm

01-17-2018

03-21-2018

05-16-2018

07-18-2018

09-19-2018

11-21-2018   11-28-2018
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