MEETING REPORT
Meeting:



St. Louis County Public Health and Human Services Advisory Committee

Date:



September 15, 2021
Time:



10:00 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Place:



Webex 
Members Present:
Kathy Heltzer, Tina Welsh , Jerry Burnes, Tony Kuznik, Cindy Lustig, Amber Madoll, Terry Defoe, Nate Sandman, John Soghigian, Sarah Priest
Staff present:

Linnea Mirsch, Rob Prose
County Commissioners:  Commissioner Ashley Grimm
Others Present: 
Sonja Kjos, Generations Health Care Initiative, Susan Michels, CHB Director 
Members Absent:
Dawn Lamping (excused), Pat Ives (excused), Janet Kennedy (excused), Cynthia Kafut-Hagen, Deb Smith
	Topic
	Discussion
	Follow Through

	Welcome 
	Tony welcomed members and called the meeting to order at 10:05.   

Review of July minutes – moved by Kathy, second by Cindy, all approved.
	Approved

	Bridge to Health Survey Data
	· Bridge to Health Survey since 1995, 8 counties in MN and sampled Duluth separately plus Douglas County 
· Why? National and State surveys available but don’t provide enough focused data to inform decisions at a local level; Northland different than country and rest of MN; more complete picture of region’s current health status

· 60+ Northland Partners – vested in improving the health in the community 

· 2005 Generations Healthcare stepped in to organize the survey since that time with survey consultants from UMN and MDH 

· Data is freely available to anyone who can benefit or utilize the data 

· County Reports and Regional Reports on the website: www.bridgetohealthsurvey.org 

· Data files publicly available by request 

· 2020 Bridge to Health Survey – 64 partner organizations, 24 contributed financially

· Same sampled areas plus two neighborhoods in Duluth with higher concentration of health disparities (Lincoln Park and Hillside)

· Mailed survey; response rate of 29.9% 

· Methodology - +/- 2.6% margin of error at regional level (larger at county/city/neighborhood level)

· Sonja highlighted results of interest and in comparison to MN and National (remember comparison data is from 2019 – i.e. pre COVID)– slides will be provided with minutes 
· Sonja provided a tour of the MH dashboard available on their website (remember to select for St. Louis County on each tab)
· Discussion around experiences and interpretation of COVID-19 impacts, especially for populations that experience other health conditions, immunocompromised, and potential disparate impacts – clarification these are associations, not causal 
· Question about how PHHS uses the data – we use it in developing funding requests, supporting community partners to use the data, helps us understand priorities including Community Health Priorities; this data set + Student Survey are most helpful to understand priorities, gaps and needs

· Suggestion for the food questions to ask about underlying factors contributing to food deserts (distance to stores with fresh food), vs food panty access
	

	COVID-19 Data Updates


	· Rob reviewed the public facing COVID 19 dashboard available at: COVID-19 Dashboard (stlouiscountymn.gov); we are over 20,000 cases 
· Rob reviewed the weekly summary from this part week
· Link to the State’s hospital dashboard: Response and Preparation Capacity / COVID-19 Updates and Information - State of Minnesota (mn.gov) 

· Link to the State’s breakthrough case dashboard: COVID-19 Vaccine Breakthrough Weekly Update - Minnesota Dept. of Health (state.mn.us) 

· Member Questions: Members expressed their gratitude for these reports and reliance on the county’s data
· Questions: how does Public Health support School Districts; how do we stop myths and misinformation (around masking, for example); 

· Commissioner Grimm suggested an online forum targeted towards people spreading these myths, and connected with schools? Amber requested concrete, printed resources for parents (something to hold, vs conversations and trusting the Districts to share accurate information)? 
	

	Department Updates
	· Linnea shared an overview of current American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) priorities for the county 
· County is requesting virtual meetings only, we’ll be virtual for current planning purposes

· HHS Conference coming up – employees attending virtually, COVID precautions in place, an invitation to host will be coming from Mara (respond to Juli Lattner) 

· Future topics: Families First, Co-Responder work (including focus on NAACP (and other stakeholder work) towards Coordinated Community Crisis Response)
	

	Member Updates
	· John shared that Families and Communities Together (FACT) was recognized by Prevent Child Abuse America for activity around building resiliency and preventing child abuse
	

	
	Next meeting November 17 (10-12), virtual
Meeting adjourned at 11:55, Moved by Kathy, second by Cindy. 
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