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MEETING REPORT 

 

Meeting:    St. Louis County Public Health and Human Services Advisory Committee 

Date:    January 16, 2019 

Time:    10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Place:    Pike Lake Public Works 

Members Present: Pat Ives, Sarah Priest, Kevin Walsh, Dawn Lamping, Cynthia Kafut-Hagen; Mary Zupancich; John S., Tony Kuznik; Nate 

Sandman, Cindy Lustig 

Staff present:  Linnea Mirsch, Amy Westbrook 

Members Absent: Reyna Crow (unexcused); Kathy Heltzer (excused); Tina Welsh (excused); Amber Madoll (excused); Janet Kennedy 

(excused) 

Guests Present:  Jennifer Jerulle SLC Family Services Collaborative Director 

 

 

Topic Discussion Follow Through 

Welcome  

 

Approval of minutes.  Motion by Cynthia Kafut-Hagen, seconded by John 

Soghigian 

  

 

Advisory Committee 

membership, roles and goals 

 Commissioners Jewell and Boyle appointed to PHHS Advisory Committee; 

working on reappointments per districts and Bois Forte representation; May be 

difficult to be as pro-active on legislative issues given the frequency of meetings 

  

Annual reporting back to the 

SLC Board of Commissioners 

from advisory committee – the 

committee could consider this; 

what about considering 

supporting legislative priorities 

more? 

 

Department updates Commissioner Boyle is board chair; Commissioner Jewel is PHHS chair; federal 

shut-down impacts:  USDA is furloughed, SNAP (food stamps) is impacted and 

counties had an accelerated timeline for recipients to receive benefits through 

Feb.; IHS communities are vulnerable to the shutdown based on funding; Bois 

Forte is concerned; WIC funded through April; Homeless program grants – lack 

support services for administering these grants and coordination; PHHS will be 

interviewing for Division Director for Adult Services – Waiver programs; 

splitting Adult Services Division into Behavioral Health/substance Abuse/Adult 

protection/housing and homelessness and Division for Home and Community-

based Services (waivers);  

 

Adverse Childhood FSC – reports to Dept. of Human Services – priorities include children’s mental Northland Health Minds - next 
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Experiences – Jennifer 

Jerulle, Family Services 

Collaborative, Director 

health, growth and development, and resilience factors; N and S collaboratives 

separate; joint powers agreement; primarily funded by the local collaborative 

time study (LCTS); two areas of projects: service delivery grants and capacity 

building; currently going through Strategic planning; seeing the need for more 

trauma informed information for the northern part of the county, the southern has 

more capacity through other orgs.; funding is 50/50 N/S; Board is becoming more 

focused on outcomes-based; REACH (Relations, Effort, Aspiration, Cognition, 

Heart) elective program for secondary education – trauma informed practice; see 

handouts re: ACE study summary 

 

SLC PHHS conference also offers trauma-informed sessions  

 

meeting date: Friday, Feb. 1st, 

11:30-1pm.  Location: Essentia 

Health - Virginia Hospital, 

McMillan A meeting room 

 

If interested in getting a copy of 

the documentary “Resilience” 

contact Jennifer directly 

 

Linnea/Amy to send out contact 

information for OARS North (a 

community coalition surrounding 

substance abuse 

prevention/intervention) 

Jana Blomberg 

Public Health Educator 

Substance Abuse Prevention & 

Intervention Initiative 

St. Louis County Public Health 

& Human Services 

307 1st St S 

Virginia, MN  55792 

(W) 218-471-7613 

(E) 

blombergj@stlouiscountymn.gov 

 

 

Jennifer to share link to 

presentation  

 

Connect Jennifer if a SLC 

community wants to have an 

ACE presentation (there is a 

cohort in the region that can 

provide this) or for resources that 

were provided (bookmarks, 

index cards) 

mailto:blombergj@stlouiscountymn.gov
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Jennifer Jerulle 

Family Service Collaborative 

Director 

1701 North 9th Avenue 

Virginia, MN 55792 

jjerulle@isd2142.k12.mn.us 

218-749-8130 x1117 

www.fscmn.org  

 

 

The dates of the Children’s 

Mental Health Conference – 

April 28-30 

https://www.macmh.org/ 

 

Member Updates Sarah Priest: Census is hiring; Decennial (every 10 years) census is currently 

funded (2020census.gov/jobs) – see handout; Duluth based office to open this 

summer; April 1 is Census day; postcard is sent to households to complete survey 

online – if no response, to be sent paper – no response then door knocking; in NE 

MN need 3,000 employees to administer survey; citizenship question has been 

ruled to be moved (expecting an appeal) – June is deadline for printing the survey 

information 

 

Tony Kuznik:  requested immunization fact sheet 

 

Sarah to send handout to 

Linnea/Amy 

 

Amy to send out immunization 

fact sheet 

 

 

Next meeting Recreational marijuana – is there a resource that can be an agenda item 

 

 

 

2019 Meeting dates:  

10 am – 12 pm 

03- 20-19 

05-15-19 

07-17-19 

09- 18-19 

11- 20-19  

(moved to Thanksgiving) 

 

 

mailto:jjerulle@isd2142.k12.mn.us
http://www.fscmn.org/

